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ABSTRACT: 

PURPOSE: To obtain an anticancer agent containing 1 -methoxy-2formyl-3- 
hydroxyanthraquinone obtained from extract of Morinda citrifolia which is a 
tropical plant as an active ingredient. 

CONSTITUTION: Morinda citrifolia naturally grown or partially cultured in 
Southeast Asia is extracted with a solvent such as chloroform at ambient 
temperature to 60°C to afford 1-methoxy-2-formyl-3-hydroxyanthraquinone 
of 

the formula. Using this compound as an active ingredient, the objective 
anticancer agent is provided. This active ingredient exhibits action capable 
of inhibiting action of ras cancer gene product. Namely, this active 
ingredient exhibits activity capable of inhibiting proliferation of cancer cell 
and normalizing the form of the cell. 
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